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Dear Mr. Torres: 

CHUCK CARR BROWN, PH.D . 
SECRETARY 

In recent teleconference calls between your office, the PRP Group and the Louisiana Department 
of Environmental Quality-Remediation Division (LDEQ-RD), this office has expressed our 
concern over the possibility of organotin compounds being present at the SBA Shipyard 
Superfwid Site in Jennings, Jefferson Davis Parish, Louisiana (AI: 1478). At your request, we 
are providing a formal request to add these compounds to the list of Constituents of Potential 
Concern (COPC) along with the rationale for this request. 

Organotins {OTs) such as tributyltins (BTs) and triphenyltins, were the major species of OTs 
used as biocides in antifouHng paints applied to boat hulls. Even though the use of these 
chemicals was internationalJy banned in 2008, they can stiJI be detected in aquatic environments. 
The deleterious effects of OTs upon wildlife and experimental animals are well documented and 
include endocrine disruption, immunotoxicity, neurotoxicity, genotoxicity, and metaboJic 
dysfunction. Of particular concern are the effects of tributyltin (TBT) upon benthic crustaceans. 
Benthic crustaceans such as crawfish make up a large amount of human seafood consumption in 
the state of Louisiana, and are harvested both commercially and recreationally. Along with other 
benthic organisms, they also provide a source of food for higher trophic levels of both aquatic 
and terrestrial organisms. Tributyltin and other OTs have been found to bioaccumulate in 
organisms, and some OTs biomagnify as they progress up the food chain. 

Because graving docks are a documented source of organic metals as well as other toxic metals 
at shipyards throughout the southern United States, including Louisiana, LDEQ has the concern 
that they may also be present at the graving dock and other painting areas at SBA Shipyard. This 
class of compounds drove risk at the Southern Shipbuilding Superfund Site in Slidell, where 
excavation and incineration, fo1lowed by sub-aqueous capping were needed to address the 
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graving dock area. The presence of tributyltin was not initially suspected there since reported 
practices at the site did not include tributyltin-related activities. 

Historical records show past activities at SBA Shipyard included sandblasting and painting of 
hulls of in-shore and ocean-going vessels, as well as improper release and disposal of paint and 
paint waste on site. There is the possibility of OTs were either applied, removed, and/or 
disposed of on the site. 

Based upon the historical activities at this site, and the those of similar sites both in Louisiana 
and other coastal states, and taking into consideration the toxic nature of this group of 
contaminants the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality - Remediation Division 
requests that the United States Environmental Protection Agency require the PRP group to 
prepare a sampling and analysis plan to determine if OTs are present in soils and sediments near 
the graving dock and other areas where sandblasting and painting occurred at SBA Shipyard, and 
if so to what extent. If OTs are detected at the site, they will need to be addressed in the biota 
tissue sampling and analysis protocol. 

Please submit all future correspondence from the PRP group in triplicate, with the AI number 
(1478) incJuded to: 

Estuardo Silva, P.G. 
Administrator 
Remediation Services Division 
P.O. Box 4314 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4314. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Tommy Doran of my staff via email at 
tommy.doran@la.gov, or by phone at (225) 219-3019. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Administrator 
Remediation Division 

htd 

c: Imaging Operations - IAS 
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